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Flywheel Clatter  

I hope everyone in SMCC is staying warm and healthy during this recent cold and snowy 

time. It looks like we’ll get a bit of a break the week before our meeting on February 27, 

2021. We will continue with the hybrid meeting this month. Included later in the newsletter 

will be the invitation to the Zoom portion of the meeting. Also, many have seen the emails 

regarding a Presidents’ cup trophy in the works. Research continues regarding the past Pres-

idents of SMCC and hopefully soon it will become a reality. I wish to thank everyone in-

volved in this project particularly Carl Briggs for his research into the provider of the trophy 

and pricing and Tom James for his research into the past Presidents. I know others contrib-

uted greatly and thank you very much as well. I look forward to seeing as many of you as can 

make it to the meeting at Jefferson Underground on February 27, 2021 at 1:00 pm, as well 

as those who join via Zoom.  

Don Hemwall 
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Car Show in IL…. 

We want to make sure everyone sets aside Saturday September 11, 2021 for the 2nd Annual Kicks On 66/Randy Gori Memorial 
Car Show.  Hopefully you will add this to your 2021 Event Calendar and make it part of your official club activities. 

This year we will use a different location that does a fine tie in with our date being the 20th anniversary of 9/11.  

Legion Post #199, On the Hill Golf Course & Lounge 

58 South State Road 157 

Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 

The show times are also changing based upon assorted feedback from last year.  11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

The Cruise portion of the day's events will commence immediately following the Car Show. 

If your club is interested in having space for a tent at the Car Show please be in touch with me. 

Register car or motorcycle entries (singular or multiple) on www.KicksOn66.org 

Jeff Kennedy 618.520.9301    jkennedy.design@gmail.com 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kickson66.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cron.karl%40maritz.com%7C0320e4722b2348187fb808d8d23b47db%7C6cf8654c45df474480e53c1656731b8e%7C0%7C0%7C637490499346490324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
mailto:jkennedy.design@gmail.com
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Show Me Corvair Club Meeting  

January 23,2O21  

The meeting was called to order by President Hemwall followed by the pledge. 

 The following were present: Rose & Bob Bauer, Kent Goddard, Don Hemwall, Ron Karl, Tom Yengel, Carl Briggs, Jack Holahan, 
John Carter, Jchn Mackiewicz, Ken Pick, Bill Richards, Gary Grier and Larry Prau. Attending via zoom: Phil Hellwege, Steve Blakely 
and Christine Newel. 

 The minutes of October 24,2020 were addressed. There was a spelling error to be corrected. A motion was made by Kent God-
dard, seconded by Tom Yengel to approve the minutes as corrected. The motion passed unanimously.  

Jerry Clausius was excused. Kent Goddard gave the treasurers report. A motion was made by Carl Briggs, seconded by Tom Yengel 
to approve the treasurers report as read. The motion passed unanimously. Copies of this report are available to club members 
upon request. 

Membership Chairman Kent Goddard introduced new member Ken Pick. 

Carl Briggs, Larry Pratt and Tom Yengel reported on the donation to the Museum of Transportation to help offset the cost on the 
fitch sprint acquisition. There was an in depth discussion. Bob Bauer called for a vote. Amotion was made by Kent Goddard, se-
conded by Phil Hellwege to donate $1,200 to the Museum of Transportation and $600 to the Corvair Preservation Foundation. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

There was a discussion regarding John Carters generosity in allowing the club to hold meetings at his venue, the Underground. A 
motion was made by Tom Yengel, seconded by Rose Bauer to give John Carter a free lifetime club membership. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

The tentative club event agenda was presented as follows: 

February meeting at Underground  

March Underground Tech & swap meetings  

April Easter Car Show & meetings  

May Driving tour & Iunch  

June PccA(Springfield IL.) mini  

July meeting at Chuck-A-Burger  

August Country Classic Cars-Staunton IL.  

September SMCC car show-All Chevy Show  

October tech session-location to be determined  

President Hemwall thanked everyone for coming in person and via zoom. A motion was made by Bob Bauer, seconded by Tom 
Yengel and adjourned.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rose Bauer, Secretary 
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Membership Mentions – by Kent Goddard 

I’m very excited to let everyone know that we have three new 

club members! 

Ken and Kim Pick – Ken and Kim live in the O’Fallon, MO 

area.  Ken recently inherited his uncle’s ’69 2-door 

500. It’s a rust-free California car with automatic 

transmission, butterscotch exterior and black interior. 

Chris Newell – Chris is a college student at Lindenwood 

University studying to be an EMT.  She is Phil Hellwe-

ge’s granddaughter and enjoys helping Phil maintain 

his very nice beige ‘61 Monza 2 door. 

Please be sure to introduce yourself to Ken, Kim and Chris at 

your first opportunity to help them feel welcomed. 

Thank you to everyone who has already renewed their member-

ship for 2021.  If you haven’t already done so, please take time 

today, or better yet right now, to send your check to Jerry using 

the form and address on the back page of this newsletter.   

Kent. 

The following is our finical Report for end of Jan 21 
We end Jan with: 

CD’S         $10,478.06 

Savings      $ 1,349.82 

Checking   $ 707.86 ( from this  $600.00 sent to Corvair Museum) 

Petty Cash $ 159.57 

Dividends from CDs $7.93 

We had a CD mature at end of this month worth $2,918.47 that we took out $1,800.00 for donation to Museum of Transportation, 
and Corvair Museum. New CD amount is $1720.82. The next CD mature date is end of April worth $2,927.10. 

I have sent $600.00 to Corvair Museum and holding the $1,200.00 until decision made to send. 

We need to wait until after the April CD roll over to send the $1200.00 to Transport Museum to insure we have enough for the 
Easter Car show if we have it, along with anything else that may come up, unless I get more dues payments.  

Also attached is current member ship roster White is ones who have paid dues. 

This is submitted by the Show-Me Corvair Club Treasure 

Jerold Clausius 
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Did you know…...article from 
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The Story of - THE CAR RADIO                                        Submitted by Bill & Shelby Berta 

Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't.  

Here's the story: 
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their 
girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to 
watch the sunset. 

It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed that  it would be even 
nicer if they could listen to music in the car.  Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men 
had tinker ed with radios (Lear served as a radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War 
I) and it wasn't long before they were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work 
in a car.  But it wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and 
other electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly impossi-
ble to listen to the radio when the engine was running.  One by one, Lear and Wavering 
identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference.     When they finally got 
their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago.  There they 
met Paul  Galvin  , owner of Galvin  Manufacturing Corporation.   He made a product called 
a "battery eliminator", a device that allowed battery-powered radios to run on household 
AC current.  But as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio manufacturers made 
AC-powered radios.  Galvin  needed a new product to manufacture. When he met Lear and 
Wavering at the radio convention, he found it.     He believed that mass-produced, afforda-
ble car radios had the potential to becomea huge business.  Lear and Wavering set up shop 
in Galvin's  factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in his Stu-
debaker.  Then Galvin  went to a local banker to apply for a loan. Thinking it might sweeten 
the deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker's Packard.  Good idea, but it didn't 
work – Half an hour after the installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't 
get the loan.)  Galvin  didn't give up.  He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic 
City to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association convention.  Too 
broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall and cranked up the 
radio so that passing conventioneers could hear it.   That idea worked -- He got enough or-
ders to put the radio into production.   

WHAT'S IN A NAME 

That first production model was called the 5T71.  Galvin  decided he needed to come up 
with something a little catchier.  In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio 
businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were 
three of the biggest.  Galvin  decided to do the same thing, and since his radio was intended 
for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the  Motorola .  But even with the name 
change, the radio still had problems: When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about 
$110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the country 
was sliding into the Great Depression.   
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(By that measure, a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.)  In 1930, it took two 
men several days to put in a car radio --  The dashboard had to be taken apart so that the re-
ceiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to install 
the antenna.  These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes 
had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them.  The installation manual had eight 
complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 
percent of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best of times, let 
alone during the Great Depression –Galvin  lost money in 1930 and struggled for a couple of 
years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's pre-
installed at the factory. 

In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin  struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire compa-
ny  to sell and install them in its chain of tire stores.  By then the price of the radio, with in-
stallation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and running. (The 
name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin  Manufacturing to 
"Motorola" in 1947.)  In the meantime, Galvin  continued to develop new uses for car radi-
os.  In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the 
Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory preset to a single frequency to 
pick up police broadcasts.  In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio -- The 
Handy-Talkie – for the U. S. Army.  A lot of the communications technologies that we take 
for granted today were born in Motorola labs in the years that followed World War II.  In 
1947 they came out with the first television for   under $200.  In 1956 the company intro-
duced the world's first pager; in 1969 came the radio and television equipment that was 
used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon.  In 1973 it invented the world's 
first handheld cellular phone.  Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufactur-
ers in the world.  And it all started with the car radio. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 

the two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car?   Elmer Wavering and William 
Lear, ended up taking very different paths in life.  Wavering stayed with Motorola.  In the 
1950's he helped change the automobile experience again when he developed the first auto-
motive alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. The invention lead to such 
luxuries as power windows, power seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning.  Lear also contin-
ued inventing.  He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players? Lear 
invented that.  But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation. 
He invented radio direction finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, de-
signed the first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most fa-
mous invention of all, the Lear Jet,  the world's first mass-produced, affordable business jet.  
(Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth grade.  

Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many things that we take for granted actual-
ly came into being! 
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 Directory of SMCC officers, board members and chairmen   

   Name        Home                   Cell   E-mail   
  

President Don Hemmwell 636-498-6479  805-712-8850  don63vair@gmail.com 

Vice President Kurt Arthur                                             314-503-4959                    nyuk3-corvair@yahoo.com 

Secretary   Rose Bauer  636-671-0762      314-707-6608               robovair@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Jerry Clausius  (618)622-9606       (618)304-8808  retiredjerry14@gmail.com 

Editor       Ron Karl  (636)584-0001      (636)288-0493  ron.karl@maritz.com 

Membership  Kent Goddard  (636)225-7301    (314)258-6472  kentgoddard@msn.com 

Historian Tom James        (314)846-6150     (314)406-6243  tjandchris@att.net 

Facebook  Trevor Monninger   (636)812-2127  (785)250-9886  t_man1963@yahoo.com 

Board       Tom Yengel 314-918-0824  314-287-1838  tomyengel@yahoo.com 

Board       Phil Hellwege    314-706-2972  p.hellwege@yahoo.com 

Board       Carl Briggs 314-352-6720  314-805-8207  carlbriggs2@aol.com 

  

SMCC Website:       www. Show mecorvairclub.org 

SMCC Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/showmecorvairclub  

 

Barbara Butler  2-2 

Mike Kost  2-22 

Jeanne Landers   2-27 

Bryan Monninger  2-21 

Kent and Kris Goddard  2-3-18 

Ron and Dianne Karl  2-25-89 

Marty and Angela Patterson 2-20-87 

  

FUTURE CORVAIR OWNER: 

Adric Xavier Rice Born 2-14-2021 

(sorry first grand child, I couldn’t help myself..) THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 

John and Joan Cavagna are having more than there 

share of health issues lately.  John was transported 

to St. Clare Medical Center with breathing problems.  

According to Joan he is in good spirits up and walking 

around.  Joan is having her own issues with a tumor, 

she is awaiting further testing.   


